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Dear Croton-Harmon Students, Parents, Staff and Community, 
 
 “We must accept finite disappointment, but never lose infinite hope.” Martin Luther King, Jr. 
 
Each day I share a quote or a thought with our students.  The above quote is one that continues to 
resonate. Hope; what a powerful word. These have certainly been challenging days for our country, 
local communities, and especially for our students. Yet through it all, we see our students accepting the 
challenge of eLearning and continuing their work as they progress through the school year.  On a 
recent PVC Mood Meter Monday assignment, “students were asked to provide feedback about a 
strategy and the adjectives that they will use to envision the most positive qualities that they possess. 
The students shared how they embody qualities like kindness, compassion and optimism.”   I can’t wait 
to see their video montage of all of the responses.  Our students are incredible. 
 
You have heard me, along with our administration and teachers, talk often about the Profile of a 
Croton-Harmon Graduate. In many ways, this has become our North Star and we remain committed to 
nurturing the core attributes: critical thinking/problem solving; creativity/innovation; 
flexibility/adaptability; communication/collaboration; initiative/self direction; and most importantly, 
empathy.  The coronavirus pandemic has required all of us to draw upon these characteristics as we 
work together. For our senior class, in particular, each of you has put a face on this profile and you 
make us extremely proud.  
 
Our community will come together to celebrate our seniors in a different way from years past; however, 
I would be remiss if I didn’t take a moment to say how impressed we all are with this incredible group of 
students.  They have demonstrated empathy and kindness, been flexible and adapted to every 
situation.  They keep traveling on what I often refer to as a “solutions path” as they work with Mrs. 
Dubak and the administration on planning for their graduation. 
 
In closing, I want to again extend my tremendous thanks to our faculty, staff, students and families. 
Your ongoing support of the Croton-Harmon School District can be seen and felt daily. 
 
Yours in Mission Possible, 
 
Deborah O’Connell 
 
Dr. Deborah O’Connell 
 

 


